ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

people numbered less than two hundred and fifty
thousand. Between January first, 1906, and
January first, 1907, they have increased by two
hundred thousand, and before long they will
number a million, out of the total population pf
France of 38,000,000. One man out of every
thirty-eight, counting men, women and children,
in France a "torpid," "emasculated" dependent
upon the State. That is socialism as nearly as
any State has adopted it thus far, and who ap-
plauds it? This is the system of coddling men
into the Kingdom of Heaven, and who regards
the France of to-day as in the least resembling
that locality?

Even the casual reader will have noticed in
these pages reference to the large sums spent in
support of an ever increasing number of paupers.
It looks on the surface as though here in England,
too, there is a tendency to lean unduly upon the
State. The generous, not to say affectionate
interest in her poorer populatiop. by England
arises, however, from quite another source. I
still believe, though at the present writing the
signs of the times do not perhaps warrant it, that
the English have no taste for the bureaucratic
socialism I have outlined. It is because they are
English, not because there is any general feeling
that they have a right to be supported by the